“Betcha Know Where Chester is Now:”
Crozer Library Welcomes Fredia “The Cheetah” Gibbs
By: Zoey Mills, Head of Programming and Library Services

On March 30th, the J. Lewis Crozer Library was proud to host Chester native, and
world champion boxer, Fredia “The Cheetah” Gibbs for an empowering and
inspirational talk in celebration of National Women’s History Month. Fredia Gibbs
was an undeniable choice to support the library with inspiring and enriching the
women of Chester.
The path to her 4-sport championship
and boxing legacy was not always easy.
Not only did Ms. Gibbs experience
bullying and discrimination growing up,
but she also experienced “prejudice in
the martial arts world,” as she described
in a February 2019 interview with
DeArbea Walker. Her success and
dedication, however, have not gone
unnoticed. Chester has recognized, and
continues to recognize, Ms. Gibbs’
inspiring story, from Chester High School
naming the women’s track team “The
Cheetahs,” in her honor to a statue
dedication ceremony and induction into
the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame,
which will take place in June of 2019.

Above and below: Fredia "The Cheetah" Gibbs during her talk
and interacting with attendees.

There is no doubt that Fredia “The Cheetah” Gibbs is a household name in and
around Chester; and many of her fans, old friends, and family attended the
program at Crozer Library. Ms. Gibbs’ energy and enthusiasm during the event
were contagious. It seemed as though she felt euphoric to be back in Chester and to
be able to instill a sense of empowerment to the community she calls home.

Fredia "The Cheetah" Gibbs with Zoey Mills, Head of Programming and Library Services (left), Dr.
Mark Winston, Library Director (center), Lauren Sands, Head of Children and Youth Services (right),
and attendees of the program.

During the library event, Ms. Gibbs spoke fervently of understanding your dreams
and passions and, most importantly, of knowing your enemy. Ms. Gibbs frequently
referenced the Armor of God. She spoke of her experience overcoming bullying
and hardships during high school. During her recollection, she referenced utilizing
the various parts of the Armor of God, including the Shield of Faith, the Belt of
Truth, and the Feet of Peace. Ms. Gibbs ended her powerful and moving talk with a
presentation of her fight against Valérie Henin in 1994. Ms. Gibbs vividly recalled
that Henin, in a thick French accent, stated, “I have never heard of Chester, where is
it?” After concluding the fight with tremendous victory, Ms. Gibbs embraced her
opponent and said, “Betcha know where Chester is now.”

Chester is a city known for its many successful community members and the
recognition and celebration they all receive. Fredia “The Cheetah” Gibbs has left an
impression with the city, and so, she will be the first African-American woman
athlete to receive a statute designed in her honor, which will be designed by
sculptor Jennifer Frudakis Petry. The statue will be erected right in the heart of the
city-- in front of the Boys and Girls Club of Chester, on 7th and Crosby. On Saturday,
June 8th there will be an event celebrating the statue-- The Battle of the Masters:
25th Anniversary Martial Arts Exhibition at Chester Park, which will feature Chris Grey,
Mayor Thaddeus Kirkland, Jennifer Frudakis Petry, and “The Cheetah” herself. In
addition, Ms. Gibbs will be inducted into the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame on
Sunday, June 23rd.

Fredia "The Cheetah" Gibbs with a young program attendee.

Fredia "The Cheetah" Gibbs and program attendees.

J. Lewis Crozer Library offers countless programs and services to foster lifelong learning,
empowerment, and success for all ages.Stop by the library at 620 Engle Street to see
what is happening next, or go online to our newly updated website
at http://www.crozerlibrary.org!

